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Poison in the Well 


From the Director 



t JOSH SPRING 

Executive Director 


I sn’t it interesting how certain 
beliefs become engrained 
in a society? Consider these 
beliefs: certain neighbor¬ 
hoods are better than others, 
some are dangerous and some 
are safe. Some neighborhoods are 
clean and others are dirty. Some 
jobs are professional, others are 
menial. People who experience 
poverty bring it upon themselves. 
If you live in rental housing the 
owner can simply move you at 
will. You only have rights if you 
own. And by the way, how can 
humans own land? These beliefs 
are endless. What is interesting 
about beliefs is that they seem to 
become a part of the fabric of a so¬ 
ciety. Eventually folks end up be¬ 
lieving these beliefs had no begin¬ 
ning- they are almost God-given, 
true, beyond doubt, irrefutable. 

Let’s consider one more, one 
relative to the discussion of gun- 
control. Let’s go deeper than just 
a discussion about who can have 
guns or whether anyone can have 
guns. If one owns a pistol, or an 
assault rifle or a gun they never 
hunt with, what is the gun’s pur¬ 
pose? In the case of the pistol and 
assault rifle; their only purpose 
is to shoot another human. You 
cannot hunt with a pistol, pistols 


are short and can barely be aimed 
with any accuracy and obviously 
in the case of the assault rifle, and 
you never need to shoot a deer 
thirty times in a row. Now, what 
about the shot-gun rifle that is 
held in the home of non-hunters. 
Sure, you could have this gun 
because it was passed down to 
you and is sentimental. But what 
about keeping a gun for “protec¬ 
tion”? People do it and claim ev¬ 
eryone should be able to protect 
themselves with a gun. 

Who are we protecting our¬ 
selves from? Is it an intruder, an 
oppressive government, a mur¬ 
derer, a rapist? I am guessing the 
majority of people that argue the 
loudest for the open availability 
of guns have never been faced 
with a violent situation, yet they 
argue that in such a situation you 
should be able to take the life of 
the person acting violent. They 
say, “what if someone broke into 
your house and put a gun to your 
spouse’s head and your child’s 
head, shouldn’t you be allowed to 
protect them? Wouldn’t you want 
to protect them?” These folks act 
as if this is almost a rhetorical 
question; that obviously the an¬ 
swer for everyone is always “yes.” 
They believe the only way to pro¬ 
tect your family and yourself in 
this situation is to take the life of 
the assailant. 

Again, I am confident that 
most of these folks have never 
faced a dangerous situation or 
ever seen a gun shot at another 
human or ever seen another hu¬ 
man hit by a bullet. With all of 
that said, and also stating that 
hopefully we choose words first 
to try to relieve a stressful, poten¬ 
tially violent situation. What if 
words couldn’t do it, what if good 
thoughts couldn’t do it- what if 
the person simply was going to 
murder you and your family un¬ 
less their life was first ended? 

Does that give you the right to end 



their life? 

No, it does 
not. I know that 
I will never have 
enough wisdom 
or understanding 
to be able to de¬ 
cide when anoth¬ 
er person should 
live or die. I will 
never be able to 
decide that the 
lives of those in 
my family and 
my life are more 
important than 
the life of some¬ 
one else. I will 
never be able to 
do this. To me, I 
believe there are 
certain things 
that are beyond 
us, decisions we can never make. 

I, nor you, nor anyone else can 
decide that it is time for someone 
to die or that it is okay for you to 
take someone’s life. 

Now back to where these 
thoughts come from. Obviously 
they are relative to rugged individ¬ 
ualism and ego-centrism. Like the 
thought that everyone must get 
by on their own and must ham¬ 
mer through other people to get 
there. Or the thought that if I am 
comfortable and maybe the few 
people around me are comfort¬ 
able, then whatever it takes to get 
there is okay. This is why Ameri¬ 
can’s are okay with our nation 
mass-murdering people in other 
countries. We trick ourselves into 
thinking people in other places 
threatened our freedom and once 
we have convinced ourselves of 
that trick, then we say- well if they 
threaten us- we are allowed to 
murder them. This is like poison 
in the well. A well can be full of 
good, healthy water; life-giving 
and sustaining water. But the 
least amount of poison can affect 
the whole well. That is certainly 


the case here. We say our rights 
are more important than everyone 
else’s’- so the United States has 
more gun related deaths than so 
many other places and we murder 
people in other countries like it is 
our job- some even think of it as 
our righteous job. And we all suf¬ 
fer- everyone suffers. You know 
the cliche saying: the best way for 
evil to prosper is for good people 
to do nothing? We usually use this 
to condone war, but let’s consider 
the job we all have to get this 
poison out of the well. Doing the 
right thing is more important than 
your own personal freedom- and 
so is human life. And your life is 
no more important than anyone 
else’s in any situation, ever- no 
exceptions. 



-Josh Spring, LSUJ, Executive Director 


Streetvibes is an activist newspaper, advocating 
justiceandbuiklingcommunity.Streetvibesreports 
on economic issues, civil rights, the environment, 
the peace movement, spirituality and the struggle 
against homelessness and poverty. Distributed 
by individuals experiencing homelessness or on 
the edge of homelessness, in exchange for a $1.50 
donation. Streetvibes ispublishedtwiceamonthby 
the Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless 
(GCCH), a 501(0)3 non-profit organization that 
works to eradicate homelessness in Cincinnati. 


QTREErVIBESl 

1 ^ADVOCATING JUSTICE*BUILDING COMMUNITY 0 

HOMELESS COALITION STAFF 

STREETVIBES EDITOR 
Justin Jeffre 


RECEPTION & OFFICE ADMINISTRATION: 

Karen Chatman, Chris Fowler, Rubye 
Goode 

MAINTENANCE: Pete Roper 


CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Georgine Getty, Mimi 
Rook, Jim Luken, Jason Haap, Christopher 
Wilkey, Bill Woods, Josh Spring. 

SYNDICATED WRITERS: Sebastian Sellhorst, Jeff 
Gray 


address: 

117 East 12th Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 

phone: 

513.421.7803 x 12 
fax: 

513.421.7813 

website: 

www.cincihomeless. org 
blog: 

streetvibes. wordpress .com 

email: 

streetvibes @cincihomeless. org 


EXECUTIVE director: 

Josh Spring 

DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION & OUTREACH, STREETVIBES 

LAYOUT, DISTRIBUTOR PROGRAM MANAGER: 

Jeni Jenkins 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT: 

Leslie Moorhead 


PHOTOGRAPHY/artwork: Jim Luken, Chris 
Kromer, Avtar Gill’s family, ProPublica, 
Tammy Kaiser, Mary Kuhl, Amy Deaton, 
Allen Hoorn 

THANK YOU FOB READING 
STBEET¥IBES AND SUPPORTING 
OUR MISSION TO BUILD COMMUNITY 
AND ADVOCATE JUSTICE. 


CIVIL RIGHTS OUTREACH COORDINATOR: 
Jeff Kelly 
Jerry Davis 


HOMELESS 

COALITION 


[ 



North 

American 

Street 

Newspaper 

Association 



International 
Network of 
Street Papers 


THE VOICE OF THE STREET UNSILENCED 



STREET NEWS SERVICE 


] 



















LOCAL 


l 


STREETVIBES 

Feb. 1-14, 2013 


No. 244 


3 


COVER STORY: 
AVTAR GILL 



Avtar, front row (age 6) with Ajmer. Back row: Sardool, Surjit and Bibi 

Photo token in Labuan 1947. Photo used with permission from Avtar Gill’s family. 


t GEORGINE GETTY 

Contributing UJriter 

A vtar Singh Gill, age 71, 
passed away on January 
18, 2013 at his home in 
Cincinnati. 

Avtar was born in Kuala Belait, 
Brunei, on March 13,1941, the 
fourth of five children of Gurdyal 
Singh and Inder Kaur Gill. Kuala 
Belait was a town set up by the 
Shell Oil Company to service the 
oilfields at Seria. 

His father was a bacteriologist 
at the hospital which serviced the 
town and oilfields. 

From 1941 to 1945 the 
country was under Japanese 
occupation. Avtar’s brother, Ray 
Gill, remembers it was a time of 
great anxiety and terrible privation 
and that in the last few months 
of the war, their mother took the 
three youngest children, including 
Avtar, to live with Indian friends 
in the jungle in order to avoid the 
massive bombardments which 
were falling on the town. 

After the war the family moved 
first to Labuan Island, off Brunei, 
then to Sandakan,(then British 
North Borneo, now Sabah, East 
Malaysia) where their father once 
again worked at the hospital. 

Ray Gill remembers this 
time of transition. “Most of the 
buildings had been destroyed 


during the war, so when we went 
to school the buildings were 
hastily erected thatch structures. 
Classes were run by Catholic Dutch 
missionary priests. Avtar loved 
to study, and he was so focused 
on doing his homework that he 
would shut himself in his room and 
wouldn’t come out, even for meals, 
until he was finished. Our mother 
would take special meals in on a 
tray. When he wasn’t studying, he 
was quite fun and very relaxed. 
Once we brothers were pushing a 
hand mower down a hill and we 
told Avtar to stop it with a stick. 

He put in the stick, but the mower 
dragged his hand in too, and that is 
how he lost his finger.” 

After High School in i960, 
Avtar worked for five years as a 
lab technician in the Government 
Veterinary Clinic. Here he collected 
samples of animal organs, which 
he saved in jars of formaldehyde. 
He brought these home and stored 
them in a wooden trunk under 
his bed. This was the beginning 
of Avtar’s interest in collecting 
strange things, a habit that 
continued for the rest of his life. 

Also working at the Veterinary 
Clinic was a young American Peace 
Corps worker. She suggested that 
Avtar pursue studies in medical 
technology in the United States. 
When she returned home in 1966, 
she arranged enrollment for Avtar 
at Thomas More College. He 


graduated in 1968 with a degree in 
Medical Laboratory Technology. 
Avtar’s brothers supported him 
throughout his studies. 

After graduation, Avtar 
worked at Jewish Hospital in 
the Chemistry Department and 
later at Deaconess Hospital as a 
Laboratory Technician. A staff 
member of the Hamilton County 


Coroner’s office, who worked with 
Avtar at Deaconess, remembered 
fondly that Avtar was the go-to 
person when others could not get 
an IV started. 

Avtar married Suzanne 
Gill (nee Patterson) in 1980. 

The couple lived in Delhi and 
separated in 1989. 

{Continued on page 8} 


Letter to the Editor: What I think We Should 
Do To Keep the Memory of Avtar Alive 


JASON HAAP 

Contributing UJriter 

I n the mid-1990’s, after 
graduating high school, a 
friend attended a downtown 
vocational program and told 
me one day about “this crazy guy 
dressed up like a construction 
clown.” Years later, I learned his 
name was Raymond Thunder-Sky. 
He used to draw pictures of local 
demolition and construction sites, 
and his art is now commemorated 
in a local gallery devoted both 
to his work and pieces by other 
“unconventional artists.” Learn 
more at RaymondThunderSky.org. 
Today, all these years after his 2004 
death, the memory and the legacy 
of Thunder-Sky continue to have an 
impact. 

So how can we keep alive the 
memory of Avtar Gill? 

He was always such a fixture at 
every event throughout Cincinnati. 
I’ve seen him at NAACP meetings, 
neighborhood political forums, 
city council meetings, county 
commission meetings, Findlay 
Market, protests, parades, or 
any public concert downtown. I 
always knew, sooner or later, when 
downtown, that’d I see the familiar 
sight of Avtar Gill wearing a crazy 
looking hat, custom-made with a 
message for the day. His slogans 
were non-partisan, non-divisive, 
and his presence always brightened 
the mood. 

But he’s gone, and I’m not 


sure I expect a new person to start 
wearing crazy hats. When Thunder- 
Sky died, a new person did not 
start dressing like a construction 
clown - but his legacy lives through 
the gallery with his name. While 
I’d love to see a collection of Avtar’s 
signs featured in an exhibit at 
Raymond Thunder-Sky Gallery, 

I can’t imagine a similar and 
permanent place for Avtar. Art 
galleries are one thing, but I’ve 
never heard of a hat gallery. 

So, again, how can we keep 
Avtar’s memory alive? 

Personally, I like wearing 
obscure t-shirts. I have one that 
says “nuke a godless communist gay 
baby seal for Christ.” Whenever I 
wear it, someone will stop and ask 
me what it means. I always look at 
the hapless interlocutor and pretend 
it should be obvious. I also have one 
of a Dalek wearing a bow tie and fez, 
saying “Impersonate!” If you don’t 
watch Doctor Who, then what I just 
wrote may seem total nonsense! 

I was thrilled, then, when I saw 
CincyShirts.com offers an Avtar 
Gill t-shirt. It features Avtar’s head, 
with a hat-sign that reads “Cincy 
for Life.” Now, when I attend a 
political event, or a public concert 
downtown, I can wear my Avtar Gill 
t-shirt - and in some small way, I 
will help preserve the legacy of that 
familiar sight we all love. 

“We’ve done many events 
downtown and would always see 
him,” said Darin Overholser from 
CincyShirts. “He was intriguing 
for sure. He wasn’t intimidating or 


boisterous, he was simply and old 
man with a bit different fashion 
sense. He said a lot without opening 
his mouth at all. It goes to show, 
if you believe in something and do 
the same thing everyday, people will 
catch on and respond.” Overholser 
said that 20% of the sale price 
of each shirt purchased will be 
donated to the Freestore Foodbank 
in Avtar’s name. 

LisaVonLuehrte, a 
photographer at LiVon Photography 
& Design, has established a new 
website named HatManMovement. 
com. “I thought of how many 
other people in our city must have 
been touched by the Hat Man’s 
colorful personality and not only 
the messages on his hat, but the 
message of his life,” explained 
VonLuehrte. “He seemed joyous 
about simple things. He made an 
effort every day to connect with his 
community, to connect others in the 
community and to bring a smile to 
the faces of the people he’d meet.” 

If you have a picture of Avtar, 
or a story about him, check out 
HatManMovement.com or send an 
email to HatManTribute@gmail. 
com. “I began putting together 
the idea of a photo book authored 
by our entire city, where each 
contributor would be recognized,” 
explained VonLuehrte. “This is a 
collaboration that would include the 
stories and photos of the Hat Man, 
collected from all of Cincinnati and 
surrounding areas.” 

“A non-profit organization is 
being setup to receive donations to 


help with publication of the book,” 
VonLuehrte continued, “and once 
published, the proceeds will be 
distributed as a committee deems 
fit to purchase art supplies for 
impoverished children, individuals 
and schools. We hope to be able 
to have a Hat Man book launch as 
an opportunity to recognize Hat 
Man and all the contributors to the 
publication.” 

I also hope VonLuehrte can 
turn her idea for a non-profit into a 
continuing institution. “Hat Man: 
Art for All, has goals for the future 
of setting up free or inexpensive 
art classes for the community and 
other unique events to give people 
an outlet in art, a chance to express 
themselves,” explained VonLuehrte. 
I know it can be difficult to establish 
permanent funding these days - so 
maybe she can collaborate with 
a place like Happen, Inc., which 
already provides free art classes 
and other fun programming at 
their Northside studio. I imagine 
something like a monthly “Hat Man 
Workshop,” where kids learn about 
Avtar, and make their own signs to 
put on top of their veiy own hats. 

So those are my personal plans 
for keeping Avtar Gill’s memory 
and legacy alive. I will proudly wear 
my t-shirt to downtown events, 
so people can continue to see the 
tradition of the Hat Man’s presence. 
I’ll write my story about Avtar to 
send to HatManMovement.com, 
and I’ll buy the book - setting it on 
my coffee table so visitors to my 
home have a chance to learn about 
him. And maybe one day, I’ll take 
my kids to a free art workshop 
somewhere and they can learn to 
make hat signs, too. 
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“Food Fights” Are Fun 



Demonstrators working to increase Immokalee Former’s wages by a penny a pound 
organize outside ot Interfoith UUorker’s Center Friday January 18 Photo: Jim Luken. 




JIM LUKEN 

Contributing UUriter 

T his is a success story. Kind 
of. It involves some of the 
poorest of our nation’s 
working poor. It is a story 
of unity among workers who are 
engaging with progressive activists 
nationwide. As in most success 
stories regarding the poor, the 
successes have been slow to come. 
They are limited. But they are real. 

The heart of this particular 
“success story” is centered at a 
huge amorphous, agricultural 
area in southwest Florida, called 
Immokalee. Originally occupied 
by Native Americans, the word 
itself is Seminole for “My Home.” 

Nowadays Immokalee is 
the place where 90% of our 
country’s tomatoes are grown 
and harvested. Thousands of 
immigrant workers, mostly 
Latino, Mayan and Haitian, along 
with their families, call Immokalee 
their “home” and workplace. 


Since 1993, the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers (CIW) has 
been striving to improve the 
working conditions for some 
4,000 field workers, and to 
convince the Florida Tomato 
Growers Association to provide 
a wage scale that comes closer 
to being “livable.” They are 
demanding that all major food 
suppliers increase the wages of 
tomato workers by paying a penny 
per pound more for the tomatoes 
they purchase. As this happens, 
the extra penny (from companies 
which have signed on to the 
campaign) is set aside for the field 
workers. Their paychecks literally 
show how much additional pay 
they are receiving each month 
from, say, McDonald’s or Trader 
Joe’s, extra “penny”. 

On Friday, January 18th, 
Immokalee came to Cincinnati, 
in the form of one of the more 
colorful demonstrations here 
in some time. Immokalee has 


been here before. Because 
Cincinnati is the home 
to Kroger, the largest 
supermarket chain in the US. 

And Columbus, Ohio, happens 
to have the headquarters of 
Wendy’s, one of this country’s 
five largest fast-food chains. 

Here’s what happened on 
Friday: neither Wendy’s nor 
Kroger has yet to participate in 
what is known as the Fair Food 
Program. Neither has agreed 
to pay the additional penny- 
a-pound for the tomatoes it 
purchases from Immokalee. 

Thus came the demonstration. 

At 4 PM, a group of 
35 people gathered at the 
Interfaith Workers Center 
(IWC) on Vine Street in OTR. 
These included a contingent 
of collegians from Columbus, 
members of the Student- 
Farmworkers Alliance, along 
with their leader, Ruben Castilla- 
Herrera of the Ohio Fair Food 
Coalition. Balloons, horns, and 
party hats were distributed among 
us “party-ers.” 

Five of the young folks 
costumed themselves as the iconic 
mascots of the fast-food chains. 
Burger King was there, along with 
Ronald McDonald, the Subway 
clerk in his butcher’s hat, a Taco 
Bell mascot wearing a “Think 
Outside the Bun” party hat, and, 
of course, be-freckled Wendy, with 
her red braided hair. Wendy was 
the main mascot for the day. 


Sameerah Ahmaad, of 
the IWC, instructed the 
demonstrators, cautioning that 
this action would be peaceful, 
respectful and fun. “This is 
about justice,” she said, “but it’s 
also about real change for our 
workers in the fields. 

The group of “party-ers” 
set out from the IWC, walking 
just four blocks south to the 
Kroger headquarters on Central 
Parkway. About half of the 
group went inside and asked to 
speak with company executives. 

After a bit, two managers 
came down to the lobby. They 
were presented with a “vine” of 
350 paper tomatoes, each one 
signed by a Kroger customer, 
each one saying that the 
customer was willing to pay a 
little more in order to provide a 
better life for the workers. Some 
400 postcards were also handed 
over to the Execs. 

Then Mr. Castilla-Herrera 


detailed for them the “Fair Food” 
objectives in very simple terms: 
The food giant (Kroger) needs 
to pay an extra penny for the 
tomatoes they buy. Although these 
young managers seemed a bit 
overwhelmed, they agreed to do 
their best to take the Immokalee 
case up the company’s chain of 
command. 

From Kroger’s, the 
demonstrators marched south 
toward the Wendy’s restaurant 
on 4th Street. All along the 
eight block trek, the marchers 
trumpeted their little horns and 
chanted slogans. The visit to 
Wendy’s was largely symbolic, 
since this was one of thousands 
of such restaurants. Its purpose 
was to lay out a theme, which 
organizers called, “Welcome to the 
Party.” 

Since 1993, the Coalition of 
Immokalee Workers have used 
many tactics, a 234 mile march 
across Florida, a month-long 
hunger strike, and—as mentioned 
earlier—they have been met with a 
number of successes. After a four- 
year campaign, beginning in 2001, 
Taco Bell (Yum Foods) reluctantly 
agreed to pay that additional 
“penny-a-pound” for its tomatoes. 
Since 2005, McDonald’s, Burger 
King, and Subway have followed 
suit. 

The New York Times described 
the Immokalee campaign as 
“possibly the most successful labor 
action in 20 years.” Wendy’s is the 
last holdout among the Big Five 
fast-food chains. This raucous 
demonstration was determined to 
“invite” Wendy’s to the “party.” 

Arriving at the restaurant 
a string of protesters crowded 
the counter area. Stretching his 
arm over a four-foot high wall, 
and raising his voice over the 


restaurant’s din, Mr. Castilla- 
Herrera presented the manager 
of Wendy’s with a letter to pass 
onto her company’s Columbus 
office. The letter demands that 
Wendy’s do the right thing, as 
its competitors have done. A bit 
overwhelmed, the manager said 
she would pass the letter on. 

The group filed out of the 
restaurant with a sense of a job 
well done. 

In Latin America there is a 
word, much used by the poor, 
as they come together to focus 
on achieving a better life for 
their families. Here in the US, 
we have the 1% versus the 99% 
thanks to Occupy Wall Street. 

Here we march and demonstrate, 
and occasionally go to jail, for a 
particular cause. But third-world 
poor people (including immigrant 
farm-workers here in the States) 
do something more. They struggle 
for justice. Their word is “lucha.” 
The CIW’s motto is “Luchando 
por Comida Justa,” Struggling for 
Food Justice. 

So this particular “struggle” 
for workers’ rights and food justice 
continues. It can be, and often is, 
hard and painful, even a matter 
of life and death. Sometimes, as 
with the march to Kroger’s and 
to Wendy’s, the struggle can be 
colorful and fun. 


If you, the reader, uuould like 

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE 
STRUGGLES OF LOCAL UUORKING 
POOR, CONTACT SAMEERAH 

Ahmad, the director of the 
Cincinnati Interfaith Workers 
Center ( 513-621 - 5991 ). 
The ujebsite address is: uuuuuj. 

CUUORKERS.ORG. 



Demonstrators outside UUendy’s douuntouun uuorking to get UUendy’s to agree to the ad¬ 
ditional o-pound for the tomatoes it purchases from Immokalee. Photo: Jim Luken. 




One of the five iconic mascots ot Friday’s demonstration, the be-freckled UUendy, of 
the UUendy’s Fast Food Chain, Fleadquartered in Columbus, Ohio. UUendy’s is one of 
the companies Immokalee UUorkers’ are asking to pay a penny o pound more for their 
tomatoes. Photo: Jim Luken. 
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Cincinnati Living Green 

FRADKING OHIO 


t MIMI ROOK 

Contributing UJriter 

I n December of 2012, Cincinnati 
City Council voted unanimous¬ 
ly to pass a ban on deep-well 
injection in response to the 
growing controversy surrounding 
fracking; along with a resolution 
to formally express dissatisfac¬ 
tion with Governor Kasich and the 
Ohio General Assembly’s control 
over fracking and related industrial 
activity. Once again, Cincinnati is 
at the political forefront of green 
activism in Ohio, becoming the first 
major Ohio city to firmly rebut cur¬ 
rent state practices around fracking. 


This is a big step in a state 
which has, according to a November 
2011 article in Common Cause, the 
most lenient regulations on fracking 


in the nation. The article has stated 
that companies engaged in fracking 
contributed $2.8 million to Ohio 
state candidates, political commit¬ 
tees and parties between 2001 and 
June 2011. 

WHAT IS FRACKING? 

The term fracking is shorthand 
for “high volume horizontal hy- 
drofracking.” The process involves 
drilling a vertical well thousands of 
feet down into naturally fractured 
shale beds where the oil or gas 
pockets are located. The drill bore is 
turned horizontally to create chan¬ 
nels through the rocks which are 
then pumped full of millions of gal¬ 
lons of water, sand and 
chemicals. This creates 
a “slick” water to further 
fracture the rock and 
releases the natural gas. 

The chemicals in 
the fluid, referred to as 
frac fluid, are known to 
be toxic, but frac fluid is 
not federally monitored 
or regulated because of 
an amendment to the 
Safe Drinking Water Act 
signed into law by Presi¬ 
dent Bush in 2005. 

In April 2011, 
Democrats in the House 
Committee on Energy 
and Commerce created 
the first comprehensive chemical in¬ 
ventory of additives in the frac fluid 
using data gathered from 14 leading 
oil and gas service companies from 


2005 to 2009. Over 29 percent 
of the chemicals are potentially 
carcinogenic and typically subject to 
regulation under the Safe Drinking 
Water Act. “BTEX”, a combination 
of benzene, toluene, xylene and 
ethylbenzene, is a carcinogenic and 
lethal mix which the Committee de¬ 
termined went into 11.4 million gal¬ 
lons of fracturing products dumped 
into wells. 

IT S THE ECONOMY STUPID” 

Although many people now 
know that fracking is dangerous, it’s 
tough to rally support against frack¬ 
ing in areas where people are strug¬ 
gling to support themselves and 
their families. While those against 
fracking tend to 
lean left and those 
in, blind support 
tend to be well 
off and lean right, 
many working 
class citizens, in 
need of jobs and 
money, are stuck 
in the middle. 

Before the 
recent election, 

Democrats skirted 
around the issue because of the 
jobs the fracking industry offers 
many voters in this tight economy. 
Senator Sherrod Brown, normally 
sensitive to working class issues, 
said in media interviews that he was 
neither for, nor against fracking. 
Environmentalists, fully aware of 
the dangers of fracking, who would 
like stronger safety rules or a full 
ban on the practice, were also gentle 
in criticizing Obama’s restraint dur¬ 
ing the election. 

In an article from Reuters dated 
May 16, 2012, Insight: In Ohio, 
“fracking” boom a delicate issue for 
Obama, Dave Simon, former chair¬ 
man of the Sierra Club conservation 


group’s Ohio panel on fracking said, 
“I understand Obama’s position, 
politically. The regulations have 
been quite a bit less than I would 
desire, but they would be infinitely 
(less) under Republicans. Economic 
times are tough. There is big money 
in this and...(people) are willing to 
take a chance on this.” 

The same Reuters article said 
a 2012 Quinnipiac University poll 
found that nearly three out of 
four Ohio voters believed fracking 
should be stopped until more stud¬ 
ies are done. But 64 percent of those 
polled also thought there were more 
economic benefits than environ¬ 
mental hazards. 


Rich Clendenning, a welder 
from Lisbon, Ohio looking for a job 
in the fracking industry summa¬ 
rized it well, “the way some people’s 
finances are now, they would prob¬ 
ably put up with earthquakes if it 
meant they had a job.” 

Clendenning was referring to 
Youngstown, which until 2011, 
had no record of earthquakes. 

From March 2011 to January 2012, 
when fracking was discontinued 
at wells located inside the city of 
Youngstown, the city was rocked by 
a series of eleven earthquakes, in¬ 
cluding one on New Year’s Eve that 
registered on the Richter scale at 
4.0. 

{Continued on page 12} 


**THE CHEMICALS IH THE FLUID .. 
ARE KNOWN TO BE TOXIC, BUT 
FRAC FLUID IS NOT FEDERALLY 
MONITORED OR REGULATED 
BECAUSE OF AN AMENDMENT 
TO THE SAFE DRINKING WATER 
ACT SIGNED INTO LAW BY 
PRESIDENT BUSH II2005.)) 


“companies engaged in fracking 

CONTRIBUTED $2.8 MILLION TO OHIO 
STATE CANDIDATES, POLITICAL 
COMMITTEES AND PARTIES 
BETWEEN 2001 AND JUNE 2011 W 


Roughly 200 tanker 
trucks deliver water for 
the fracturing process. 


A pumper truck injects a 
mix of sand, water and 
chemicals Into the well. 


Natural gas flows out of well. 
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Hydraulic Fracturing 

Hydraulic fracturing, or 
‘tracing," involves the injection 
of more than a million gallons 
of water, sand and chemicals 
at high pressure down and 
across into horizontally drilled 
wells as far as 10,000 feet 
below the surface The 
pressurized mixture causes 
the rock layer, in this case the 
Marcellus Shale, to crack. 
These fissures are held open 
by the sand particles so that 
natural gas from the shale can 
flow up the well 


Well turns 
horizontal 


Marcellus Shale 



The shale is fractured 
by the pressure inside 
the well 


Graphic by Al Granberg 


DIAGRAM FROM 
PROPUDLICA: 

Hydraulic 
fracturing is a 
process used 
in nine out of 
10 natural gas 
uuells in the 
United States, 
where millions 
of gallons of 
water ; sand 
and chemicals 
are pumped 
underground 
to break apart 
the rock and 
release the gas. 

Scientists are 
worried that the 
chemicals used 
in fracturing 
may pose a 
threat either 
underground 
or when waste 
fluids are 
handled and 
sometimes 
spilled on the 
surface. 
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Engaging Community Voices: A Series Of Essays 


CHRISTOPHER WILKEY 

Contributing UJriter 

T he essays in this 

series were written by 
Northern Kentucky 
University students 
and Miami University students 
who participated together in a 
service-learning course titled 
Designing/Writing for Social 
Change. Students in the course 
met regularly in Over-the-Rhine 
over the course of a semester, and 
had the opportunity to meet with 
OTR residents and activists while 
learning about the ongoing stories 
of struggle and empowerment in an 
urban neighborhood undergoing 
gentrification. 

Dr. Christopher Wilkey is an associate professor 
in the Department of English at NKU. His 

TEACHMG AND RESEARCH FOCUSES ON THE SOCIAL & 
POLITICAL DIMENSIONS OF LANGUAGE USE & LITERACY 

education. Committed to linking much of his 

PROFESSIONAL WORK TO THE WORK OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
AND THE OvER-THE-RhRE NEIGHBORHOOD, Dr. WlLKEY 
CREATES WRITING COURSES AND RESEARCH PROJECTS 
THAT POWERFULLY SPEAK TO ISSUES OF RACE AND 
CLASS AND ATTEND TO THE SOCIAL NEEDS OF LOCAL 
COMMUNITIES OUTSIDE THE UNIVERSITY. CONTACT INFO: 
WILKEYC@NKU.EDU 


The New and 
Improved OTR 

t JASMINE JACKSON 

Contributing UJriter 

Over-the-Rhine is being forced 
to adapt to a new way of living 
through ongoing renovation, new 
laws and regulations. The main 


focus here is whether or not OTR 
residents are benefiting from the 
implementation of these changes. 

There have been various issues 
concerning the development of OTR 
and what developer’s intentions 
are. You may be wondering, who is 
it that is being affected negatively? 
You may be thinking that everyone 
should approve of the new changes. 
Not necessarily, and there are many 
reasons why. 

According to the corporate 
developers and their supporters, 
their mission is to better the 
city and help regain positive 
acknowledgement and 
improvement in status. They hope 
to re-establish unity in making OTR 
more appealing. 

In opposition, people who speak 
out against this change normally 
include community organizations 
such as The Homeless Coalition, 
Streetvibes and OTR residents 
such as the homeless, youth and 
the elderly. Their goal is to protect 
the civil rights, educational and 
recreational circumstances of 
the community. They serve the 
community in aiding them through 
tumultuous times. Whether it is 
homelessness, the financial crisis, 
educational need, rehabilitation, 
or pushing for justice and equality, 
they are there to help. Individuals 
holding true to this stance argue 
that the groups that support the 
new changes only seek to control, 
beautify and ignore the concerns 
of OTR residents. They believe that 
corporate developers seek to better 
the community as they see fit and 
blatantly disregard the outlook of 
residents. 


I’m sure that Streetvibes 
would find many of the published 
articles in the Enquirer focusing on 
corporate development in OTR to 
be disturbing and would agree that 
these issues of racial exclusion and 
economic disenfranchisement are 
STILL being largely ignored. Why? 
The majority of the focus is on how 
to make the wealthy wealthier. 

One Enquirer article, “Girl’s 
blood marks Over-the-Rhine 
dividing line,” looks at the urgency 
to concentrate on crime. Police 
officers state that crime percentages 
have declined significantly and 
that they are doing the best that 
they can to address high risk areas. 
Areas north of Liberty continue to 
experience disturbance. A resident 
named Shawn Richards comments 
on the case: “It seems like they 
are building new buildings and 
doing renovations for economic 
redevelopment, but the crime is 
still down here.” One key note here 
is to understand what Richards’ 
argument is about. He concludes 
that residents are not adapting to 
the new city, because they are living 
in crime. 

A community giant, the 
Coalition for the Homeless, has 
much to say about what is going 
on. They believe that the cause 
of homelessness results from a 
number of reasons. A few are: lack 
of affordable housing and living 
wages, not having attainable jobs, 
and health care. 

The Coalition has been acting 
on behalf of the community. They 
have formed petitions, panels and 
rallies in the community’s defense. 
They plan to raise awareness and to 


seek change. They believe that 3CDC 
is money hungry business entity 
that only reconstructs businesses 
to bring OTR “back to life.” Again, 
doesn’t it seem like the corporate 
developers are ignoring OTR 
residents? 

This chaotic situation seems 
to be getting worse. Corporate 
developers continue to pursue their 
dream of what the city should look 
like. Residents and activists are still 
battling it out. Will there ever be 
peace between them? A point where 
all will come out content? 

The Coalition best sums up my 
entire argument. A quote by Nannie 
Hinkston easily points out the issue: 
“We want to see development, but 
we don’t want to be pushed out.” As 
the Coalition states: 

Now as corporate interest begins 
to control more of our urban core 
neighborhoods...we want to see 
development and we demand to be 
a part of it...This is our home, the 
place where we already live. We 
want that place to become more 
livable, for ourselves as well as for 
others who may choose to join us 
living here, not development that 
begins with an outsider’s vision of 
what they fantasize this place could 
be if we were gone. 

I believe that the biggest issue is 
trust and deception. Long ago when 
changes were promised to OTR, the 
situation was unfortunate. Since 
OTR did not see change the first 
time around, many question both 
the intention and the results of those 
promises. They don’t trust because 
there was no resolve. City planners 
and councils are not trying to meet 

{Continued on page 7} 




ANGEROUS 


a 




z 


^ , --- 

COMPANY / 


^ COM 


-X A AV X X -X. \_/ -LTAJ. A AV V/ XX -X. V/ « V/ X Vy 

Go Online or Gall for Tickets 

513.381.BARD (2273) 

www. cincy shakes. com 

Tickets On Sale Now! 


THE VOICE OF THE STREET UNSILENCED 










































LOCAL 


l 


STREETVIBES 

Feb. 1-14, 2013 


No . 


The New and Improved 
OTR 

{Continued from page 6} 

the needs of OTR residents, 
nor are they acknowledging 
the arguments or petitioners. 
However, there is some positivity 
floating around, but from a few 
individuals not the entire city as 
a whole. 

A few folks outside of the 
community like Drew and Lea 
Lachey (Cincinnati) are giving 
back to the popular school SCPA. 
They have organized a camp to 
help youth and connect with 
them through the arts. Little 
twin sisters are creating house 
warming gifts to homeless 
individuals who have been 
placed into their new homes. 

An organization by the name 
of “Occupy the Hood” seeks to 
take on the many issues of OTR 
including: mass incarceration, 
foreclosures, illegal guns and 
racial profiling. 

We are veiy aware of 
what these organizations have 
attempted to do. They have 
attempted to step up and 
make a call to action. More 
importantly, I would like to also 
draw the dividing line between 
the Big Wig developers and the 
community protestors. Why can’t 
the corporate developers think 
like these organizations? Put the 
people first. They are so stuck 
on quick money that they will 
demolish any and everything that 
is in the way. If they are going 
to bring change to the city make 
sure everyone is involved that 
matters. Everyone should benefit, 
especially people’s home. People’s 
home should always be taken 
care of first. 


Gentrification and 
Displacement in 
Over the Rhine 

ELLEN REMLEY 

Confribufing UJrifer 


A s defined by Miriam- 

Webster, gentrification 
is “the process of 
renewal and rebuilding 
accompanying the influx of 
middle-class or affluent people 
into deteriorating areas that often 
displaces poorer residents.” This 
phenomenon has been occurring 
in lower-income areas all over 
the world for decades. Generally, 
gentrification is spurred by 
development companies that 
invest in the area in order to 
entice middle-class individuals 
into relocating. It is almost always 
“marketed” as a positive thing: 
crimes rates go down, along with 
poverty levels in the gentrified 
areas. Yet, when gentrification 
is discussed, people often forget 
about the displaced population 
that loses their homes when new 
populations start to move in. The 
displacement due to gentrification 
is one of the paramount issues 
when it comes to the rehabilitation 
of OTR. 

In the case of Cincinnati, 
it is not a for-profit development 
company that is spearheading 
the changes in Over the Rhine, 
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2.11 MILES H 57 OBSTACLES 

MILITARY - RECREATIONAL - PARKOUR 

ARE YOU READY?!?!? 


SATURDAY 

JUNE 22, 2013 

7:30AM - 6:00PM 
8730 UNION CENTER 
PAVILION DR. 

WEST CHESTER, OH 
[BY SKATETOWN USA] 

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
TO REGISTER YOUR SPOT 
TODAY!! LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK FOR DETAILS 
AND SPECIALS! 


^ 1ST ANNUAL 


WE'VE TEAMED UP 
WITH THE GREATER 
CINCINNATI 
HOMELESS 
COALITION! 


but rather a non-profit called 
3CDC. They’ve begun renovating 
the entire area, and while the 
neighborhood may appear much 
nicer than before, the changes 
are in many ways superficial 
and have occurred in complete 
disregard for the opinions of the 
original community. The local 
park, Washington Park, was 
renovated at the expense of the 
best-performing public school in 
Over the Rhine. In addition, the 
community lost its local pool and 
basketball courts. 

Now, to be fair, gentrification 
does not necessarily have to be 
a bad thing. As Randy Simes 
notes on urbancincy.com, 
“Gentrification, by definition, 
is the process of renewal and 
rebuilding accompanying the 
influx of middle-class or affluent 
people into deteriorating areas 
that often displaces poorer 
residents. The key here is that 
gentrification often displaces 


poorer residents. An influx, of 
middle-class or affluent people 
alone isn’t a bad thing. It is 
what usually comes with it that 
is bad - the displacement of 
poorer residents.” While OTR 
has always been a home for many 
underprivileged individuals, the 
alterations to the area will change 
rent prices and likely result in 
the displacement of many lower- 
income individuals. It already has. 

However, 3CDC seems to 
regard the influx of “young 
professionals to first-time 
homebuyers to empty-nest baby 
boomers” to be the solution to the 
problems facing OTR, but it is as 
if they are ignoring the fact that 
for every person brought in to 
OTR, there will likely be someone 
displaced. There are buildings 
being torn down, and mom- 
and-pop shops being shut down, 
and life-time long tenants being 
rousted from their homes. 

Everyone wants the crimes 


rates in Over the Rhine to go 
down. Everyone wants it to be 
a safe place. Yet, this is not the 
way to fix the problems. With the 
displacement of the population, 
there is also a displacement of the 
crime; it merely shifts to another 
neighborhood, creating a more 
dangerous area somewhere else in 
Cincinnati. 

Instead of displacing so many 
community members, perhaps 
we should focus our energies on 
investing in the people of Over 
the Rhine. Instead of allowing 
another neighborhood to inherit 
the violence of OTR, perhaps 
we should put the money of the 
renovations into developing the 
businesses already present in the 
area, or invest that money into 
the schools. That way, perhaps 
the community will flourish, thus 
allowing the neighborhood to truly 
grow and evolve for the good of 
all. 
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HE WILL ALWAYS BE OUR FUNNY, 
NAUGHTY, DETERMINED AID 
STUBBORN LITTLE BROTHER > 
-Roy Gill 
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{Continued from page 3} 

Around 2000, Avtar’s 
interest in political art 
began to flourish. Avtar 
followed local politics and 
was a frequent attendee of 
Cincinnati City Council and 
the Hamilton County Board 
of Commissioners. When he 
was pleased with a politician, 
advocate or friend, he would 
create an elaborately painted 
rock with the recipient’s name 
and a slogan on it, as well as 
his own unique signature 
uu,nm 


At this time, Avtar began 
carefully lettering the blank 
front of baseball caps with 
political slogans and wearing 
them to public places. He used 
fine-tip markers to create both 
the rocks and the hats. By the 
time of his death, the hats had 
become more elaborate and 
many people in Cincinnati 
began to recognize him and 
call him “Hat Man,” an artistic 
identity that he appeared to 
embrace. Throughout the 
latter part of his life, his loving 
family continued to support 
Avtar financially, much in the 
same way they supported him 
^through college. 


Survivors include his 
wife; brother, Sardool 
“Ray” Singh Gill (Jan) of 
Melbourne, Australia; brother 
Surjit “Kevin” Singh Gill of 
Melbourne, Australia; sister 
Bibi Gill of Sabah, East 
Malaysia; brother Ajmer 
Singh Gill (Bethina) of Sabah, 
East Malaysia; 6 nieces, 4 
nephews and numerous great 
nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his 
mother and father. 

Funeral Services were held 
according to Sikh traditions. 

A service was held at Avance 
Funeral Home, conducted by 
the Sikh Priest. Avtar was 


then cremated, followed 
by a prayer services at 
the Guru Nanak Society 
Gurdwara. Finally those 
present had a meal together 
prepared by the Society. The 
Society was very supportive 
and caring, providing a 
beautiful and meaningful 
service for Avtar. Avtar’s 
ashes will be flown to his 
family in Australia and 
eventually scattered in the sea 
in Malaysia where his parent’s 
ashes were scattered. 
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HAWKS HO HAGEL TOO DEFENSIVE 

As I iuas munching my morning bagel, 

I read all the news about Chuck Hagel. 
He’s the President’s choice for Defense, 
And many think this pick makes sense. 

But neocon backers of the Iraq invasion. 
Say he is lacking a hawkish persuasion. 
For Chuck who knows the horrors of war. 
May not be a big cheer leader for more. 

BILL WOODS 

Contributing UUriter 



mimmsmm 

In today’s world it’s hard to be able to call anyone a true friend 
But I was blessed with two in my life and that’s the way it’s always been 
I was blessed in grade school with these two people who never left my side 
In good times, bad times, sad or happy times my friends they didn’t mind 
UUe became close by sharing our differences about people, places and things 
Before long we invented a club called “LADIES ONLY” in our hearts we sang 
UUe recruited a few to the club but their friendship only lasted for a little while 
Ten years later the club is still open, my friends and me are in for long the mile 
UUe began to trust, believe and share our belief only to each other from our heart 
Never knowing that Cod had our friendship, God had us three right from the start 
Today we still come together periodically for club meetings “LADIES ONLY” 

And it’s open to only us for to be without the club we’d truly be lonely 

So we keep in touch and we talk about men, stress and all kinds of attitudes 

UUe talk about what’s the right way, the wrong way and how to stop the blues 

Being older now with the understanding of women needs are everyday 

To have someone you can confide in is a Cod sent all of the way 

Yes* I have been blessed with two friends and to Cod I will always thank you 

Thank you for your so many blessing, thank you for me, Vee and Bratty too! 

WILLA D. JONES 

Streetvibes Distributor 
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Michael Painter, Team Leader 
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Weaving Tales out of Shadows — An artist’s evolution 

FROM REAL LIFE CRIME TO FICTION 



JEFF GRAY 

uuuuuu.sfrcet-papcrs.org / 

• Street Sense - USA 

D ele Akerejah sits in his 
small studio, snippets 
of construction paper 
and newsprint flying off 
his scissors in a constant flurry 
of confetti as he assembles the 
latest installment in his series 
of espionage-themed graphic 
novels, L’Escroc. As he narrates 
the tale of a man struggling to 
escape a seedy underworld of 
crime and corruption, Akerejah 
is in some ways telling his own 
story. The aspiring artist and 
businessman’s journey from shady 
hustler to legitimate entrepreneur 
has wandered through a maze 
of international drug smuggling 
syndicates, homeless shelters, 
college classrooms, cyber 
prostitution rings and failed 
sandwich shops in a twisting tale 
even more incredible than the 


fiction he writes. The graphic 
novels, created as a promotional 
release for Akeraj ah’s fledgling 
arts and leisure company, follow 
the adventures of Toussant, a 
masked protagonist who, after 
unwittingly selling his soul to 
an evil crime organization in 
exchange for fast cash, must do 
their dark bidding in an attempt to 
break from his own mistakes. 

Each episode is encapsulated 
in a handmade collage booklet, 
a medium Akerejah describes as 
“collage artistry.” Toussant dashes 
through a world of construction 
paper and magazine clippings, 
dueling rival spies enlisted 
from underwear ads or Soviet 
storm troopers recruited out of 


Newsweek. 

“I was looking for a way 
to harness both my skills 
as a writer and my sense of 
aesthetic in one synergy, and 
this was the medium I found,” 
says the 28 year-old New 
Jersey native. 

The plot of L’Escroc, 
whose title is a French word 
roughly translated to hustler 
or trickster, is similarly cut and 
pasted out of the pages of the 
artist’s own life. 

“[Toussant] is sent 
on missions that are not 
dissimilar to things that I’ve 
heard of or may have been 
involved in,” says Akerejah, 
who adds that describing the 
series as a highly fictionalized 
autobiography “would not be 
inappropriate.” 

Akerejah claims, for 
example, that the novels’ 
fictional Honey Lab Syndicate is 
based on a drug smuggling cartel 
he was involved with during the 


late 2000s. After a failed business 
venture and subsequent bout of 
depression in ‘06, Akerejah says 
he “went underground in a deep 
way,” signing on to help transport 
narcotics from South America to 
the East Coast. Initially a low-level 
mule, he claims to have moved 
quickly up the ranks to become a 
“supervisor.” 

“I was handling other people, 
picking up money, acting as a 
financial consultant, things like 
that.” 

The business side of the 
organization especially fascinated 
Akerejah, whose dream of starting 
his own company has been 
plagued by disappointment and 
setbacks. In 2006 he dropped out 
of college after his sophomore year 


Book/Cover of L’Escroc. Photo: Eric Falquero 


to focus on launching a sandwich 
truck business, but the company 
quickly went under. 

After leaving the drug 
syndicate, Akerejah continued 
pursuing his business aspirations, 
though in shadowy ways. In 2008 
he says he began operating an 
online escort service. Serving 
as a liaison, he would place 
advertisements on the internet, 
then arrange rendezvous between 
clients and prostitutes. He claims 
the women could get “ten times 
the price through the internet then 
what they could get on the street,” 
a profit he would take a 50 percent 
share of. 

It was during this time 
that Akerejah first experienced 
homelessness. Still owing 
investors from his sandwich 
business and the university for 
unpaid tuition, he found himself 
in a mounting pile of debt and 
unable to pay rent. In some 
ways, however, Akerejah says 
being homeless was a liberating 
experience. 

“Being homeless allows a 
person a certain freedom. There’s 
a certain ability to go without, an 
ability to not need, that allows you 
to live aristocratically, in a sense,” 
he explains. “It let me focus on 
what I really wanted to do.” 

The result of Akerejah’s 
re-prioritized focus has been 
the founding of his most recent 
business venture, a vaguely 
defined online retailer called The 
Dopamine Clinic. The company 
is still in the early development 
stages, but Akerejah says he 
intends for it to become “an 
arbiter of pleasure through art, 
taste, fashion, lifestyle events, and 
writing.” 

The identity of the company 
is hard to pinpoint even for 
Akerejah, who compares its 
“vaporous nature” to the sitcom 
Seinfeld, the show about nothing. 


Revenue will theoretically come 
from a combination of art and 
clothing retail and the provision 
of service components like emcee 
and bartending rentals. 

Akerejah envisions a core 
group of artists and designers 
working out of a Warholian 
studio to create everything from 
paintings and novels to films and 
music albums. 

The nature of the Dopamine 
Clinic may be enigmatic, but 
legally it is quite tangible. 

Akerejah has filed it as an LLC 
and accumulated all of the 
documentation essential to any 
business, including cash flow 
statements, market analysis and a 
tax identification number. 

“Its an actual company,” he 
asserts. 

Notably absent from the wide 
variety of products and services 
The Dopamine Clinic plans to 
offer are the illicit activities that 
were a focus of Akerejah’s past 
ventures. Contrary to the dubious 
connotation of the company’s 
title, Akerejah says he has phased 
out all of the gray areas of his 
business, a transition he likens to 
hip-hop legend Jay-Z’s evolution 
from inner-city drug dealer to 
platinum selling musician and 
millionaire business mogul. 

With three of the proposed seven 
novels completed, the L’Escroc 
series remains unfinished, and 
Toussant’s fate undetermined. 
Akerejah’s fate also hangs in the 
balance. Like his main character, 
he continues his struggle to escape 
the consequences of crime and 
greed. 

Perhaps not as dramatic as 
Toussant’s deal with the devil, the 
author’s illegal activities have had 
similarly binding consequences. 

“I think my homelessness is 
me paying for that fast money. 
Like my karma.” 




Dele Akereja. Photo: Allen Hoorn 
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Fracking Ohio 

{Continued from page 5} 

A Cleveland Plain Dealer article 
dated January 12,2012, said Co¬ 
lumbia University seismic experts 
believe the injection of hundreds 
of thousands of barrels of oilfield 
waste fluids into a fault line con¬ 
tributed to the quakes. It also led to 
closer scientific scrutiny of another 
practice allowed in Ohio fracking - 
the disposal of millions of barrels of 
waste fluid into wells thousands of 
feet below the earth’s surface. While 
the mindset of Ohioans may have 


been “out of sight, out of mind”, the 
earthquakes were a reminder of the 
damage fracking causes. 

At the time of the May Reuters 
article, the figure stated 11 million 


barrels of chemical fluids were 
pumped into Ohio injection wells, 
including 37,000 daily out-of-state 
barrels of waste, mostly from Penn¬ 
sylvania. Ohio Department of Natu¬ 
ral Resources (ODNR) records state 
that in 2010, out-of-state fracking 
fluids were roughly 57 percent of 
the total dumped into Ohio wells. 

BACK TO THE JOBS ISSUE: 

The Ohio Shale Coalition in 
2012 predicted that by 2014 there 
would be 65,680 jobs in the state 
as a result of oil and gas drilling 
activities. Other rosy forecasts have 
predicted employment numbers 
anywhere from 20,000 jobs to 

200,000. A hitch 
in those projec¬ 
tions is the lack 
of proactive state 
policy to require 
the companies 
to train and hire 
Ohioans for the 
jobs. 

Experienced 
workers from 
neighboring states 
can easily commute to Ohio to com¬ 
pete with Ohio workers for jobs. Ex¬ 
ecutive Vice President Tom Stewart 
of the Ohio Oil and Gas Association 
rebutted Kasich in print, saying that 
the issue is education and safety. 


(Gov Kasich: No Ohioans filling jobs 
in Ohio Oil Fields”). 

Stewart said, “You just don’t 
put people on that kind of drilling 
rig without experience. They’ll get 
hurt.” 

Governor John Kasich reiter¬ 
ated often in 2012 that drilling 
companies should not take “foreign” 
workers, (i.e., workers from out of 
state) to take jobs associated with 
fracking and that the companies 
should be giving Ohioans priority 
on those jobs. In support of that, 
Stark College in Canton, rolled out 
new programs to train Ohio workers 
for oil and gas work in December. 

ShaleOhio’s online site posted 
that Chesapeake Oil had hired 550 
employees, but was not sure if those 
hired were Ohioans. The Ohio Oil 
and Gas Energy Education Program 
(OOGEEP) stated in the same post 
(January 17, 2013) that Ohio has 
45 education institutions that are 
working to prepare students for 
shale employment. While list¬ 
ing possible jobs and educational 
background needed for such jobs, 
nothing online is apparent on their 
site regarding those 45 institutions. 
There is also an online training 
schedule for emergency prepared¬ 
ness classes in case any well drill¬ 


ing, fracking or waste removal goes 
awry. As well as public relations 
classes designed to educate young 
Ohioans and their school teachers 
on the oil and gas industry. 

Another downfall of hiring 
out-of-state workers is the missed 
opportunity of income and taxes 
which could stay in Ohio and 
benefit our economy. The governor 
understands that financial benefits 
should accrue to the state for what 
the oil and gas industry takes. But 
the Republican General Assembly 
must not agree. The Kasich tax 
budget was stripped by the Gen¬ 
eral Assembly of proposed oil and 
gas usage fees because gas and oil 
executives raised opposition to the 
plan. They also removed a $25,000 
per well “impact fee” which would 
have benefited local governments. 

In March of 2012, Kasich, 
speaking at a meeting with Stow- 
Munroe Chamber of Commerce 
members at the Silver Lake Country 
Club in Silver Lake, Ohio, pulled 
two dimes out of his pocket, held 
them up and said, “This is what the 
oil companies are paying (in) tax 
on a $107 barrel of oil- 20 cents.” 
Continuing, he went on, “I’m not 
kidding you. Do you understand 

{Continued )► 


COMPANIES ENGACED IN FRACKING 
CONTRIBUTED $28 MILLION TO OHIO 
STATE CANDIDATES, POLITICAL 
COMMITTEES AND PARTIES 
BETWEEN 2001 AND JUNE 2011 ** 


INTERNATIONAL 



Sharing 2.0 —Donate your leftover food online 


t SEBASTIAN SELLHORST 

ujuuuj.street-papers.org 

bODO-GERMANY 


THE VOICE OF THE STREET UNSILENCED 


not a question of saving that 
one lettuce. I would like to 
create a change in people’s 
minds”, he says. “I would like 
us to go back to considering 
it completely normal to share 
food.” 


I n Germany, more than 
80kg of food per person 
is thrown away every 
year. More than half of 
it could still have been used. 

A project called foodsharing, 
de would like to diminish this 
trend. 

On the website, which 
was launched last month, 
registered users can give food 
that they don’t need to other 
people. This helps to prevent 
the waste of food and allows 
people who share concerns 
about food waste to get in 
touch with each other. 

People who would throw 
out food because they bought 
too much, the fridge is still 
too full before the start of the 
holidays, or simply because 
the apple tree in the garden 
provided them with more fruit 
that they can possibly eat, can 
donate their food to be used 
sensibly. 

After an uncomplicated 
log-in process with name and 
e-mail address, people can 
create so-called “food baskets”. 
These are virtual lists where 
excess stock can be inserted. 
The “food baskets” are shown 
on a big map which gives an 
idea of what is available in 
someone’s neighbourhood. A 
few clicks allow the user to 
secure what is available and 
organise when and where the 
food items can be handed over. 


Foodsharing in Germany. Photo: foodsharing.de 


The project was launched 
at the beginning of 2012 by a 
group of committed citizens 
and is now run by a charity. Its 
leading figure is journalist and 
film-maker Valentin Thurn, 
who already confronted the 


issue of food waste in his film 
Taste the Waste. 

For Thurn, it is essential 
that the project not only helps 
to prevent food waste but also 
leads to changes in how we 
manage food resources. “It is 
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{Continued from page 12} 

what I just told you? This is what 
they pay for taking oil out of our 
ground and selling it to you, by the 
way, for $4.30 a gallon”. 

If fracking companies aren’t 
hiring Ohioans as laborers, where 
are Ohio jobs from fracking? Jobs 
projections remain highly exag¬ 
gerated. Most jobs for Ohioans are 
“induced” jobs, “economic spillover” 


such as the motels and landlords 
who benefit by leasing living space 
to the drillers, the grocery stores 
and restaurants that feed them, 
retail outlets that supply them with 
clothing and work supplies, and 
the nonstop trucking jobs in and 
out of the sites. Many of the lob¬ 
bying arms of the industry, such 
as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
uses this tactic in job projections to 
dazzle state officials and residents 
with promises of 
prosperity. 

There are also 
socioeconomic 
and infrastructure 
problems asso¬ 
ciated with the 
profits, the men¬ 
tality and the be¬ 
haviors that are a 
result of the drill¬ 
ing booms. Roads 
usually meant 
for car travel are 
pummeled by a 
24/7 onslaught 
of trucks bearing 
water, supplies 
and workers 
into the sites 
and loaded with 
drilling wastes on 
the way out. High 


decibel noise pollution and diesel 
fumes are a constant irritant for 
residents from the nonstop drilling 
and hauling. 

Previously affordable rents for 
local residents often double and 
even triple by landlords looking 
to benefit from the influx of work¬ 
ers with generous housing allow¬ 
ances, generating a corresponding 
rise in homelessness and evictions 
of Ohio residents formerly able to 
pay their rent. Local residents find 
themselves “couch-surfing” with 
friends and family, unable to find 
affordable rents. And cash-strapped 
county and local governments have 
to deal with more people in need, 
more crime and more social service 
referrals than they are capable of 
handling. 

Williston, North Dakota is a 
good example of what a “boom” 
means to a community. ProPublica, 
an investigative journalism news 
site (June 2012, “North Dakota’s Oil 
Boom Brings Damage Along with 
Prosperity”) details many of the 
problems seen by every state that 
allows drilling for dollars. 

Jeff Keller, a resource manager 
with the Army Corps of Engineers 
was interviewed in the article. His 
office, a tiny prefabricated shed 
sandwiched between a levee holding 


back the Missouri River and a gas 
well topped by a blazing flare, had a 
good observation point for the, al¬ 
most weekly, vehicle accidents, not 
to mention endless series of toxic 
spills, because of the huge increase 
in traffic and waste products. The 
article said that between 2010 and 
2011, the number of spills reported 
by the drilling companies effectively 
doubled. Keller said local grocery 
stores could barely stay stocked 
and the town movie theater was so 
crowded that people sit in the aisles. 
He also mentioned the problem 
referenced earlier in relation to rent 
prices - apartments began fetching 
rents comparable to those typical to 
New York City. 

“With the way it is now”, Keller 
said, “you’re getting to the crazy 
point.” 

So are there really jobs for 
Ohioans? Kind of. But they come at 
a higher cost than just dollars and 
cents. Cincinnati is right to come 
out swinging against fracking. 

STAY TUNED FOR PART II: COMING 
OUT SUUINCINC 

Mimi Rook is a regular contributor on 

COMMUNITY GARDENING AND GREEN LIVING IN 
CINCINNATI 


U PREVIOUSLY AFFORDABLE RENTS 
FOR LOCAL RESIDENTS OFTEN 
DOUBLE AID EVEN TRIPLE BY 
LANDLORDS LOOKING TO BENEFIT 
FROM TIE INFLUX OF WORKERS 
WITH GENEROUS ROUSING 
ALLOWANCES, GENERATING 
A CORRESPONDING RISE IN 
HOMELESSNESS AND EVICTIONS OF 
OHIO RESIDENTS FORMERLY ABLE TO 
PAY THEIR RENT. )) 



THERE ARK TURKS MAIN 
CHARACTERS, EACH BRINGING 
THEIR OWN SPECIAL DIMENSION 
TO THE SHOW. STACY P. TOOD. 
BETTER KNOWN AS OlJKE, MARK 

Barnett and Glenn Bowles. 
This run, fast paces) show 

BEGINS IN THE SO's AND RUNS 
THROUGH THE GO'S. BACKED-UP 
BY A FIVE PIECE BAND, THE 
SHOWS ARE BROKEN INTO 
SEGMENTS LIKE A TWO ACT 

plat. The Van-Dells begin 

THEIR SHOW REPRESENTING THE 
LAST GRADUATING CLASS OF 

Van-Dell High School, which 
CLOSED DOWN IN 195®. DRESSED 
IN LETTER SWEATERS, THE 

Van-Dells combine comeot 
with SONGS FROM THE ftOCK 

and Roll era of the 50s. In 

THE SECOND SHOW TRET TAKE 
THE AUDIENCE ON A NOSTALGIC 
TRIP THROUGH THE “GLITTER 
AND Goto" PERIOD THAT MADE 
THE 60 S FAMOUS. 


SHOWS ARE DESIGNED TO 
PLEASE AUDIENCES OF ALL AGES, 




** CONCERT 
Tale SERIES 


18 ha<c Fifth Set'll, Ntwpon h KY 


The Van Dells 

February 13 SL 16,2013 


DINNER 6jOOPM 

show 7:30pm 


X 


THE 


M AXIOMS 


ROCK 


ROLL 


REVIEW 


SPECIALIZING 


50’S 


60S 


ROLL 


FOR TIX: Friday night show 

BENEFITING THE LoCAL 
KawainaSp 
call 859,4918000 


Saturday night tickets: 

WWWJtWATICKETSXCM 

the Newport Syndicate 
call 859.49L8000 
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The Blue Wisp’s Future 
Is Uncertain 




JUSTIN JEFFR 

Sfreetvibes Editor 


C incinnati has a lot of 

things to be thankful for, 
but a great music scene 
remains one of its gems. 
One thing that too many Cincin¬ 
natians’ seem unaware or unap¬ 
preciative of is the fact that we 
lave had a world class jazz club 
Tor decades. 

The Blue Wisp - which is 
currently located at 7th and Race 
Street - has been bringing some 
of the biggest names in jazz seven 
nights a week for 33 years. But 
according to Ed Felson it has been 
struggling in its new location 
because the restaurant has been a 


drain. I had stopped in to hear 
the Blue Wisp Big band which I 
have been following since they 
were at the original O’Bryonville 
location decades ago when Fel¬ 
son broke the news. 

Felson says he has been try¬ 
ing to work with Towne Proper¬ 
ties in order to see if they can 
work with him on the rent. Red- 
fish and several other restau¬ 
rants have failed in what seems 
like a good central location. Fel¬ 
son assures us that even if they 
have to move to a smaller and 
cheaper location they will keep 
this gem alive. In the meantime 
they have booked a lot of great 
acts. Look for a feature on the 
Blue Wisp big band coming up 
soon in Streetvibes. 



Photo.- Justin Jeffre 


STREETVIBES CROSSWORD 
PUZZLE #10 


from puzzlechoice.com 


Across 

Down 

1. Trail 

1. Carden plant 

5. Elimination contest 

2. Hawaiian greeting 

9. Heron 

3. Emblem 

1 4. Succulent plant 

4. Part of a shoe 

1 5. Small island 

5. Belonging to him 

16. Fragrance 

6. Likeness of mind 

1 7. Musical symbol 

7. Assumed name 

18. Rotate 

8. Portable shelter 

19. Large ungulate 

9. Consume 

20. Carapace 

10. Cooking juices 

22. Pace 

1 1. Leash 

24. Blocking vote 

1 2. Express audibly 

25. Edible tuber 

1 3. Edible root 

26. LUading bird 

2 1. Predatory feline 

28. Ironic 

23. Border 

30. Footuuear 

27. Wetland 

3 1. In the past 

29. Decay 

32. Diffident 

30. Used to control a 

35. Evaluation 

horse 

38. Edible fat 

3 1. Seabird 

39. Snooker accessory 

32. Indication of damage 

40. Division of quantity 

33. Polynesian dance 

4 1. Moose 

34. Shout 

42. Formal dance 

35. Convention 

43. Guided 

36. Afresh 

44. Nimble 

37. Lunar time period 

46. Helix 

38. Cunning 

48. Female sheep 

4 1.Epoch 

49. Leguminous plant 

42. Tender 

50. Part of a deck 

44. Secret agent 

5 1. Cereal grass seed 

45. British nobleman 

52. Part of the neck 

46. Deplete 

53. Part of a circle 

47. Quarry 

56. Apex 

50. Inexperienced 

59. True 

5 1. Something that has 

61. Songlike cry 

survived the past 

63. Might 

52. Currency of Nigeria 

65. Storage tower 

53. Farewell remark 

67. Eat 

54. Relating to kidneys 

68. Relative magnitude 

55. Keeps records or 

69. Front of a vessel 

accounts 

70. High-priced 

56. Land measure 

7 1. Choose 

57. Fossil fuel 

72. Cape 

58. Muffle 

73. Brood 

60. Catch sight of 
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62. Chances 
64. Point 
66. Possess 
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Shelter: Women and Children 


Churches Active in Northside 

591-2246 

Mental Health Access Point 


558-8888 

Central Access Point 

381-SAFE 

4230 Hamilton Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45223 


Mercy Franciscan at St. John 


981-5800 

Bethany House 

557-2873 

FreeStore/FoodBank 

241-1064 

1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



1841 Fairmount Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45214 


112 E. Liberty Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


NAMI of Hamilton County 


351-3500 

Grace Place Catholic Worker House 

681-2365 

Madisonville Ed & Assistance Center 

271-5501 

PATH Outreach 



6037 Caiy Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45224 


4600 Erie Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45227 


977-4489 



Salvation Army 

762-5660 

Serves area codes: 45226,45227,45208,45209 





131E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


St. Vincent de Paul 

562-8841 

Other Resources 



YWCA Battered Women’s Shelter 

872-9259 

1125 Bank Street, Cinti, Ohio 45214 


Center Independent Living Options 

241-2600 



Treatment: Men 


Emmanuel Community Center 


241-2563 

Shelter: Men 


Charlie’s 3/4 House 

784-1853 

1308 Race St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



City Gospel Mission 

241-5525 

2121 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Peaslee Neighborhood Center 


621-5514 

1419 Elm Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Prospect House 


214 E. 14th St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



St. Fran/St Joe Catholic Work. House 381-4941 

921-1613 


Franciscan Haircuts from the Heart 

381-om 

1437 Walnut Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


682 Hawthorne Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45205 


1800 Logan St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 



Mt. Airy Shelter 


Starting Over 

961-2256 

Goodwill industries 


771-4800 

661-4620 


Treatment: Women 


Healing Connections 


751-0600 



First Step Home 

961-4663 

Mary Magdalen House 


721-4811 

Shelter: Both 


2203 Fulton, Cinti, Ohio 45206 


1223 Main St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 





Treatment: Both 


People Working Cooperatively 


351-7921 

Anthony House (Youth) 

961-4080 

AA Hotline 

351-0422 

The Caring Place 


631-1114 

2728 Glendora Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45209 


CCAT 

381-6672 

United Way 


211 

Caracole (HIV/AIDS) 

761-1480 

830 Ezzard Charles Dr. Cinti, Ohio 45214 


Women Helping Women 


977-5541 

1821 Summit Road, Cinti, Ohio 45237 


Joseph House (Veterans) 

241-2965 

Off The Streets 


421-5211 

Drop Inn Center 


1522 Republic Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 





721-0643 


Hamilton Comity ADAS Board 

946-4888 

Hamilton/Middletown 



217 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Recovery Health Access Center 

281-7422 

St. Raephaels 


863-3184 

Interfaith Hospitality Network 

471-noo 

Sober Living 

681-0324 

Salvation Army 


863-1445 

Lighthouse Youth Center (Youth) 

221-3350 

Talbert House 

641-4300 

Serenity House Day Center 


422-8555 

3330 Jefferson, Cinti, Ohio 45220 


Advocacy 


Open Door Pantry 


868-3276 



Catholic Social Action 

421-3131 




Housing: 


Community Action Agency 

569-1840 

Northern Kentucky 



CMHA 

721-4580 

Contact Center 

381-4242 




Excel Development 

632-7149 

1227 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Brighton Center 


859-491-8303 

OTR Community Housing 

381-1171 

Franciscan JPIC 

721-4700 

799 Ann St. Newport, KY 



114 W. 14th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Gr. Cinti Coalition for the Homeless 

421-7803 

ECHO/Hosea House 


859-261-5857 

Tender Mercies 


117 E. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Fairhaven Resuce Mission 


859-491-1027 

721-8666 


Intercommunity Justice & Peace Cr. 

579-8547 

Homeward Bound Youth 


859-581-im 

27 W. 12th Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Legal Aid Society 

241-9400 

Mathews House 


859-261-8009 

Tom Geiger House 

961-4555 

Ohio Justice & Policy Center 

421-1108 

Homeless & Housing Coalition 


859-727-0926 

Volunteers of America 

381-1954 

Faces Without Places 

363-3300 

Parish Kitchen 


859-581-7745 

Anna Louise Inn 


Stop AIDS 

421-2437 

Pike St. Clinic 


859-291-9321 

421-5211 




Transitions, Inc 


859-491-4435 

Cincinnati Union Bethel 


Health 


Welcome House of NKY 


859-431-8717 

768-6907 


Center for Respite Care 

621-1868 

205 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011 


300 Lytle Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


3550 Washington Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45229 


Women’s Crisis Center 

859-491-3335 

Food/ Clothing 


Crossroad Health Center 


VA Domiciliary 

859-559-5011 

Lord’s Pantry 

621-5300 

381-2247 


VA Homeless 

859-572-6226 

OTR/Walnut Hills Kitchen & Pantry 

961-1983 

5 E. Liberty St. Cinti, Ohio 45202 





OTR: 1620 Vine Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


Health Resource Center 





Walnut Hills: 2631 Gilbert, Cinti, Ohio 45206 


357-4602 





Our Daily Bread 


Homeless Mobile Health Van 

352-2902 




621-6364 


McMicken Dental Clinic 

352-6363 




1730 Race Street, Cinti, Ohio 45202 


40 E. McMicken Ave, Cinti, Ohio 45202 





St. Francis Soup Kitchen 

535-2719 
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ubscription Purchase 


□$90 26 issues and 



a $50 donation 


□60 26 issues and 


a $20 donation 


NAME. 


ADDRESS, 
CITY_ 


STATE. 


ZIP. 
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1&2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 


Please make check payable to Greater Cincinnati Coalition for the Homeless. Mail to 117 L 12th St. Cinci, OH 45202 


2010 Taste Of Cincinnati Winner 
Best of Taste Entree 
^ “Chicago Gyro’s” Greek Pizza ^ 


Come visit us in Clifton! 

Award Winning Food! 

Great Beer Selection! 

Karaoke • Live Music 
Catch All The UC Action! 

New Patio • Free Parking ^- 

205 W. McMillan Street • Cincinnati. OH 45219 • 513.241.MACS 






Compliments of 


Judge Mark Painter 


United Nations Appeals Tribunal 2009-2012 
Ohio Court of Appeals 1995-2009 
Hamilton County Municipal Court 1982-1995 

Judging strictly on merit 
for 30 years 

www.judgepainter.org 
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Streetvibes is distributed by individuals who purchase the paper for 50 cents 
per copy and sell it for a $ 1.50 Donation , keeping the profit they hove earned, 
becoming a Distributor is a great way for individuals who are financially poor to 
get bock on (or stay on) their feet. This program provides supplemental income for 
those unable to secure other employment. Money earned helps meet basic housing,; 
food and health core needs. The program is a hand up for people who ore often 
in a place of getting only a hand out or even no hand at oil. All Distributors wear 
o bodge and usually o vest and con be found selling the paper in Downtown 
Cincinnati Clifton, Northside, northern Kentucky and area churches. 
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